man; he had a very sharp mind. But behind his 
intellectual front, as was so evident in the John 
Fries case, there was a vicious psychopath. If the 
courts in revolutionary France during this period 
were carrying out “judicial murder,” as the Chief 
Justice notes, then it would not be out of line to 
label Justice Chase’s conduct in the Fries case as 
“attempted judicial murder.” 

In his charge to the jury, Justice Chase made al- 
most any riot an act of treason. John Adams saw 
through this miscarriage of justice and sent a letter 
to all his cabinet members, asking 13 probing ques- 
tions: “Was it (Fries’s conduct) any more than a 
riot? Can it strictly amount to treason?” 

Even more numerous than the misfit judges are 
the judges suffering from the ravages of age, as 
most any experienced federal trial lawyer will con- 
firm. 

The impeachment trial of Justice Samuel Chase 
was unquestionably an important cause célébre for 
the federal judiciary, but was it for good or ill? Iam 
inclined to believe it was both. It established ex- 
treme judicial independence, but is that extremity 
in society’s best interest? 

Charles Adams 
Author, For Good and Evil, The Impact of 
Taxes on the Course of Civilization 
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